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PRIMARY SCHOOLS’ WILDLIFE QUIZ 2012 


Quiz Background and Introduction
From very small beginnings in Gloucester in 1976, the annual Primary Schools Wildlife Quiz has now grown into a successful and well-loved event, which over the years has increased hundreds of children’s love of the natural world.

From 6 initial schools, every year approximately 100 schools now take part (2011-125 schools)  – a staggering 40% of all Primary schools in the County, showing that even under curriculum pressures teachers, parents and children still rate the understanding of our wildlife, in town and country, as highly as other school extramural activities.  

The competitive word “quiz” might seem to be out of keeping with the task of increasing children’s love of the natural world and understanding of the systems of the Planet.  In addition it might seem “elitist” because only 5 children form each team.

But in most schools the 5-team members are the tip of the iceberg.  Behind each of the 5 children are dedicated families, enthusiastic teachers, classmates in school wildlife and environmental clubs, and the many governors and parents who work with them to increase their experience and knowledge of wildlife. We estimate that at least 500 children and 100 adults benefit from the quiz each year.
Gloucestershire Wildlife Trust Background and Introduction

Gloucestershire Wildlife Trust (registered charity number 232580) is the county’s leading conservation organisation. Our vision is for a Gloucestershire richer in wildlife that is understood, valued and cared for by everyone living here. We achieve this by:

· Taking action for wildlife species and habitats to protect them for the future

· Researching, surveying and collating data on the county’s habitats and species in order to influence decision-making and to inform effective countryside management

· Involving others in our work so that the people and organisations of the county can play a full role in safeguarding its natural assets

· Engaging with communities throughout Gloucestershire by providing a programme of education and support to increase skills and knowledge

We manage more than 60 nature reserves, covering 2,500 acres of Gloucestershire. Every year we run a programme of over 200 events to pass on wildlife identification and conservation skills and promote enjoyment of our county’s wild places.

How is the Annual Primary Schools Wildlife Quiz Administered?
Amazingly this massive exercise is run by an army of dedicated volunteers, supported by the Trusts Primary Schools Officer (a part time staff member).  The overall organiser (David Clark, a dynamic retired headteacher) co-ordinates questions and the volunteer force of 8 Area Organisers in the county.  Between January and July they organise and run the sessions at schools with their own volunteers. This equates to a total of 766 hours per year (the equivalent of £5745 worth of staff time).

The Quiz has five knockout stages, which culminate in the Grand County Final in July, with three competing schools. At this event at Trust headquarters the children exhibit an amazing amount of knowledge and love of wildlife.

We know many individual children whose lives have been altered by their participation, with a considerable number of Quiz “graduates” entering the field of environmental employment at graduate and post-graduate level. 

The three overall winning schools win individual and school prizes (usually books or science kit).  In addition there is a beautiful bronze barn owl trophy for the winner, with lesser trophies for the other two.

Budget/Quiz Items
	Prizes for each participant (wildlife book) 
	£1500


	Individual certificates for all the children
	£600

	County Quiz Organiser expenses (travel & administration)
	£400

	Area organisers/other volunteer expenses
	£300

	Trust administration & PR expenses duplication & postage of materials etc
	£500

	Wildlife stickers for all participants
	£200

	Costs of 3 semi-finals & final(refreshments etc)
	£250

	Staff time (support for volunteer helpers, delivery of materials etc)
	£1950

	T-shirts for volunteer organisers
	£200

	Prizes for school & learning resources for teachers
	£600

	Individual prizes for all finalists (Watch membership for15 children & books)
	£500

	Production of 8 Display panels to stand at each quiz event
	£2,500

	PR and general promotion costs (staff time and support) for increasing school participation  announcement of winners, sponsorship materials leaflets, quiz promotional materials, school participation materials etc
	£1500

	TOTAL COSTS
	£11,000


Benefits of Sponsorship 
· Involvement and association with a countywide major volunteer enterprise in partnership with Gloucestershire Wildlife Trust

· Features in the Trust’s magazine in recognition of  support,(readership approximately 26,000  including members & their families, doctors & dentists surgeries, media politicians & companies)

· Company logo on Quiz materials eg T-shits, display boards, certificates, leaflets
· Distribution of corporate information leaflet to schools and children
· Recognition of support in our Annual Review, website and ezines (circa 7000 per month)
· Use of the Trust logo in your own communications.  
· PR recognition to announce support, recruitment of new schools, recognition of current schools participation and announcement  of winners
· Attendance at Quiz final and presentation of awards

Total Sponsorship for Quiz with full support recognition, PR and marketing support £11,000
If you would like any additional information about our proposed project to Gloucestershire Primary Schools’ Wildlife Quiz, or any other aspect of Gloucestershire Wildlife Trust’s work, please do not hesitate to contact me lynn.toon@gloucestershirewildlifetrust or call 01452 383333 and I will be delighted to help.  

